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MR. RADENBERG: Today is January 24, 2002. 


I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department's World 


Trade Center Task Force. The time is now 1303 

hours. I'm currently at EMS Battalion 17. 

QO. I'm conducting an interview with -- 

A. Eddie Martinez of Battalion 17, EMT. Eddie 
Martinez. 

Q. Okay. This interview is regarding the events 


of September 11, 2001. Eddie coul 


d you start from -- 


A. All right. On Septembe 
dispatched to the World Trade Cen 


casualty incident. It was in the 


r ll, we were 


ter for an MCI, a mass 


morning. We didn't 


know what was going on. All we knew was that on the 


news a plane had crashed into the 


So we headed down there. We head 


World Trade Center. 


d down towards the 


towers. 


We took the FDR down, which was closed off to 


traffic. They had a special lane 


for the emergency 


vehicles, so we made good time getting down there. 


Once we were dispatched to Vesey and West Street, Vesey 


and West Street, upon entering the area, what we saw 


was like a total devastation from, I guess from the 


first plane that struck the tower 


. There were burnt 


cars. We saw -- it was like a grayish -- it was 
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night. It was sunlight. There was a lot of light. It 


was a sunny clear day, but in that area it was a 


grayish area. The sun wasn't shining. It was like 
fog, like a big fog. 

We saw, like I said, burned vehicles, some of 
them were on fire. The buildings were just destroyed. 
The surroundings, there was too much for the eyes to 
capture everything all at once. It was like 
overwhelming. 

We were told to go to our staging area, which 


we attempted to do, then we would reverse back up. I 


don't know the street that we were on at that time, at 


that moment. Everything looked the same. I was the 


tech. My partner was driving at the time. 


Coming out of the -- getting out of the 


ambulance to get th quipment to go to where our 


staging area was supposed to be, I commented to my 


partner that there were some burnt parts on the floor, 


which turned out to be flesh that were strewn all 


around the place. Everywhere you looked you see a 
piece of something. At the time I didn't know what it 
was until I came close to it. I saw it was a piece of 
flesh. 


At that time we just -- they told my partner 


E. MARTIN 


Gl 
N 


Ez 


to turn the ambulance around and they had a new staging 


area, which was further away from the building, and we 


just made a U turn and went up, not that far from where 


we originally were assigned to and once we were there, 


we were -- I started taking the equipment out of the 


ambulance and I told my partner that I will see him in 


a little while with the first patient. 


Well, he stood with the ambulance and I put 


all the equipment on the stretcher and put my gear on, 
my helmet and my coat, and headed down towards the 

towers. I was in front of the towers. I had walked a 
little distance, some distance from the ambulance, and 


I was attending a patient, somebody was hurt, it was on 


the ground. There were other patients all around, but 


this one was -- he was hurt. 
I was talking to him when I heard a loud, 


like a roaring noise, like a loud loud roaring noise. 


At the time I didn't know what it was. I just looked 


up. All I could see because of the fog that was there, 


you couldn't see above. Your distance was limited. 
Once I heard that, I heard like a big explosion, a 
tremendous explosion, let me put it that way anda 
rumbling sound. 


At that time I started seeing things coming 
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down. I attempted to grab -- I grabbed the person that 


I was talking to and to get away from that area, but he 


slipped back down and at that time everything started 


coming down. So I attempted to run some distance, 
which I couldn't run, because it overtook me. Like I 


said, it happened like really quick. 


I also felt myself airborne. I was 


airborne. I didn't get that far. I was airborne. I 


felt a force behind me and it slammed me down on the 


ground. I got slapped down on the ground. Everything 


started hitting me, whatever was falling. At the time 


I didn't know what it was. I thought maybe that the 


building that was on fire exploded. I didn't know. I 


found out later on that the second plane had hit 
another building, the second tower. 
When I fell, I fell forward and with my hands 


extended. I still was getting bombarded with a lot of 


heavy whatever it was hitting me, concrete, whatever. 


I was getting hit hard and when I fell on the floor 
that I fell with my -- on my stomach, face down with my 
hands extended, something heavy fell on my hand and 


bounced off. At that time my arm was broken. 


I also felt some sharp pains to my back and 


then I was inside some -—- a dark cloud of smoke. Tt 
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was so dark you couldn't see your hand. 


choking. 
had no idea where I was. 


heard nothing. 


I'm trying to find my way out 


my broken arm. 


pain in my back, 


Gl 


It was like choking smoke. 


I didn't hear 


Holding on to my broken 


I just started walking 


no 


It was total silence. 


of 


in 


direction that I fell, becaus 


around I would lose my way, 


I knew if I 


so I continued 


It was 


At that time, I 


voices. I 


there with 


arm with the 


the 


turned 


in that 


direction. It seemed like forever that I was in 
there. I didn't know -- it felt like it wa 
like suspended animation, that's what it fe 


I continued walking and I heard s 


voice, becaus 


there anybody here. 


voice that just kept saying follow the light. 


the light through the 
at a distance, but it 
It was a bright light. 
it 


So I continued following it. 


I was following it, 


didn't know what 


thick smoke. 


I remember I felt 


that was at the time. 


I kept yelling is there anybody here, 


The lig 


was clear enough -- i 


a lot 


Ig 


-- I started seeing -- it was like a haze. 


It wasn't -- 


s walking in 
lt like. 
ome -- a 

is 


I just kept walking and I heard a 


I saw 


ht was like 


t was light. 


It was clear enough to follow 


as 


of heat. I 


ot out of 


I saw 
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-- it was a vehicle that was burnt up and when I got 


out of the smoke there was nobody around. Nobody with 


a light, nothing. There was nobody around. It was 
just total silence. 


I walked a short distance and I saw Karen, 


that was one of the paramedics from my old station. I 
saw her. I came over to her and told her that I was 
hurt. At that time they got me, put me inside 


helped me over to an ambulance. I told them my arm 


was broken. At that time they checked my back and they 
found that I had a deep laceration to my back. I 


couldn't breathe on my right side. My left was okay, I 


felt air going through. But my right side was like -- 


I was having problems, a lot of problems breathing. 


At this time they splinted my arm and they 


checked my back. They told me that I have a deep 


laceration to my back and they thought that I may have 


what they call a pneumothorax. Turned out, lucky for 


me, that I didn't have a pneumothorax, but I did have a 


lot of shrapnel inside my back. That's what was 


hurting me. 


They were attempting to take care of my back, 


when one of the other medics that was on the scene -—- 


he was leery about the place, because there was no safe 


E. MARTINEZ 
area at this time. There was a lot going on. There 
was a lot of noise. I remember hearing still a lot of 
noise. I don't know if things were still falling, but 


all of a sudden we heard another rumbling sound and 
again with the smoke, you saw the smoke coming down and 


everybody just ran towards safety. 


I ran into, I don't remember the place I ran 
into. I know I ran into a place that once I got 


inside, there was total -—- there was a lot of smoke 


inside and a lot of people wer very which way. They 


were going every direction. Nobody knew where to go or 
what direction to go. 
I saw a woman there and she was like frozen 


with fear, I guess it was. So I went over to her and I 


tried to help her out. I tried to comfort her and 


telling her that everything is going to be okay, just 


calm down, because she was like almost hysterical, so I 


was taking care of her for a little while until I 


couldn't do it any more. I just like, I felt myself 


getting -- my breathing was getting worse. It wasn't 


getting any better. 
So then at some -- I don't know who it was 


inside. I asked them if they had any oxygen and there 


were some EMTs, I guess from a volunteer ambulance 
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corps. They came over and I got an oxygen mask on me. 


At that time they checked my back and his reaction was 


like, you have like a big laceration to your back. 


My main concern at that time, although my 
back was hurting and I was short of breath, because of 


all that smoke that I inhaled, my arm had been 


splinted. I was holding my arm as a matter of fact, 


the splint wasn't holding, so I was just holding my 
arm. 


But that woman just kept -- I didn't want 


nothing to happen to her. It was like, you know, a 
woman in her 50s or something, somewhere around there. 
So I -- she was more calm. I talked to her fora 


little while. She seemed much better. Then some 


medical personnel I think came over and I told them and 


they took her. 


Then at that time they started running inward 


towards -- further into the building that I was in, 


because they thought that the building was going to 


collapse outside. I had no idea what was going on 
outside. I didn't know that a plane had struck. All I 
knew was that I was hurt. I said no, I'm not going 


further into this building. As a matter of fact, I 


want to go out of the building, because this is an 
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unsafe area here. 

I remember going out and it seemed like I 
walked for, I don't know how long a distance, because 
there were no blocks any more. It was just one big 


road, one big mess. I just continued walking and 


people wer I remember two ESU cops, I think it was, 


grabbed me, because I was already too weak to go any 


further. I couldn't. I felt like I was going to pass 


out. 


During the time that I got hit, when I was 
airborne, when I got slammed on the floor, I remember 


my initial reaction was to stay awake and don't pass 


out. I just kept repeating it to myself. Just don't 


pass out, stay awake, stay conscious and thank God, I 
did. I never lost consciousness throughout the whole 
thing. 

At one time I couldn't get up. I couldn't 


get up, because I was being bombarded with whatever was 


hitting me and finally when it stopped, it just seemed 


like hours. It was probably just minutes or seconds. 


I finally got up. That's when I felt the pain in my 


back and I knew my arm was broken, because I felt it 


break. 


They took me, I went to I remember seeing 
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the cops coming over and I'm telling them that I feel 


q 


They grabbed me and the 


q 


area. They put me ona 


like I can't go on any more and I was ready to fall. 


y helped me away from that 


boat that was going to Jersey 


City. That's where I ended up, in Jersey City Medical 


Center. 


I remember coming out of that building that I 


was in and I saw a burnt ambulance, which later on they 


told me that our ambulance was burnt up. I don't know 


if that's the actual ambulance that I saw. All I know 


is I saw a lot of destruction all around the place; 


fire trucks and a lot o 
I was put on 
firefighters that were 


Medical Center and they 


f people that were hurt. 


the boat along with some other 


there and taken to Jersey City 


told ne —- 


r 
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My partner, I wondered about him. He went in 


a —-- I didn't see him. I was worried for him. When 


everything started coming down, I remember that he was 


with the ambulance. I didn't see him until two days 


later at the hospital. I had no idea what had happened 
to him. I asked some of the people about him. Nobody 


knew anything. Nobody had no information. All they 


knew well, everybody was in the same state that I 
was, in a confused state. Not knowing what had 
happened. 


It wasn't until like two days later, because 


I was heavily sedated and on morphine, that I started 


-- they told me that the second plane had hit the 


building and that I was caught in the collapse of the 


building. 4 days later I was released from the 


hospital. I was there, yes, 4 days. Continued therapy 


until now. (inaudible). 

Q. Okay. Do you remember roughly -- you had 
seen or heard on the news about the first plane 
hitting, right? 


A. I saw -- I didn't hear anything about it 
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until around -- well, I knew that the first -- I knew 
there was a plane crash into the World towers. I 


didn't know what kind of plane it was. I thought it 


was maybe years ago that a plane hit the -- 


Q. Empire State Building? 


A. Empire State Building. I thought it was a 


small plane, but I remember when we were going down 


towards the World Trade Center we were on the FDR 


Drive. I saw -- we got a clear view. I said this 


wasn't a small plane. This was bigger than I thought. 


Then later on was when I found out that it was a 747, 


or whatever, that hit that. I didn't know and like two 


days later is when they told me. I didn't watch the 


news until I got out of the hospital, until three days 


later. I didn't want to hear about the news, the 


newspapers or anything. 


Q. Who was your partner that day? 
A. Benny Badillo. 
Q. When you arrived at the scene, you said you 


came first to Vesey and West? 
A. Yes. 
Q. When you got there, do you remember any other 


EMS personnel down there at that point, any officers 


that you recognized, or techs, medics? 
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A. There were other ambulances from different 


agencies down there. I didn't recognize anybody 


offhand. Like I said, I was like following -- it was 


just overwhelming, what I was looking at. I saw other 


emergency medical personnel. I saw some PD and 


firefighters around, but I didn't recognize anybody 


that I knew, until after I came out of the smoke. 


That's when Karen she blurted out like -- I don't 


want to say because you had an interview. You have 
this interview. 

She was surprised that it was me and I 
recognized her and her partner -- I don't remember her 
partner's name. That's when I recognized her and they 
took a hold of me. I walked over to them. 


Q. When they had you move or had your partner 


move the bus, do you remember where or what direction 


the bus got moved? 


A. I know, I believe he was facing towards the 
towers, because we went up -- we went like down, seemed 
like a little hill. We were going down and they told 
us move the ambulance away from the area. They hada 


new staging area because that staging area was unsafe, 


which I was glad that we moved, because anything there 


got demolished, where we were befor 
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So we made a U turn, went back like up a 
hill, not that far a distance, and it was facing the 


towers with the ambulance facing the towers and that's 


when I took all the equipment out, I told him I will 


see you later with the first patient and I walked down 


towards the tower. I was right in front of it when all 


that started happening. I remember (inaudible). I 


didn't know where he was. I lost him completely. 
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MR. RADENBERG: Okay. The time is now 1327. 


This will be the conclusion of the interview. 


